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and incarceration. We now understand
how these adverse childhood experi-
ences and chronic exposures to the
stressors affect the developing brain,
particularly in a school setting where
the academic demands are high and the
social pressures can be life changing.

We must better support these stu-
dents to overcome these barriers to
success. We now have the science and
research to inform our policies so that
we are not just funneling these chil-
dren out of a school system and into a
prison system. We must prioritize the
economic benefits of effective and pre-
ventive solutions and provide the nec-
essary supports.

School social workers provide these
services in our schools by connecting
students and families to available re-
sources in the community, particularly
in areas that have been hit hardest by
poverty. School social workers improve
the success rate of children coming
from a disadvantaged background,
lending a much-needed hand in our ef-
forts to create a more equal society.
Families and communities want these
services for their children. School dis-
tricts should prioritize and invest in
staffing models and programs that
offer mental health services.

Research tells us that individuals
who suffer from mental illness will
have developed these symptoms by age
14. The Centers for Disease Control
finds that behavioral disorders are in-
creasing in youth and presenting them-
selves at younger ages. Fewer than one
in five of these children will ever re-
ceive needed mental health services.

We also know that suicide is the sec-
ond leading cause of death for young
people ages 10 through 24. School men-
tal health programs provided and en-
hanced by school social workers are
critical to early identification of men-
tal health problems.

Research indicates that school men-
tal health programs improve edu-
cational outcomes by decreasing ab-
sences, decreasing disciplinary refer-
rals, and improving academic achieve-
ment. Our students deserve the sup-
port. Our students need school social
workers to help them succeed.

Unfortunately, there are often not
enough school social workers available
in school districts to meet the many,
many needs of at-risk youth. The 1-to-
250 maximum recommended ratio of
school social workers to students is ex-
ceeded in almost all school districts in
the United States, with some experi-
encing ratios as high as 1 to 21,000.

As we seek to improve our edu-
cational opportunities, maximizing the
new opportunities and flexibility of the
Every Student Achieves Act, let us use
this week to recognize the contribu-
tions of school social workers and the
vital role they play in helping our chil-
dren reach their fullest potential.
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WHAT WE KNOW AND DON'T KNOW
ABOUT THE GOP HEALTHCARE
PLAN

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
California (Mr. TAKANO) for 5 minutes.

Mr. TAKANO. Mr. Speaker, I rise
this morning to share with my con-
stituents what we know about the Re-
publican healthcare plan and, more im-
portantly, what we don’t know.

We know that the Republican pro-
posal to replace the Affordable Care
Act will cut taxes for the wealthiest
people in America.

We know that it will eventually
eliminate the Medicaid expansion,
which is responsible for ensuring mil-
lions of Americans, including nearly
80,000 people in my district alone.

We know that the GOP replacement
plan shifts costs to seniors and low-in-
come families while restricting wom-
en’s access to reproductive health.

We know that it is a windfall for the
healthy and wealthy and a disaster for
nearly everyone else.

Now, this is what we know about the
GOP healthcare plan, but perhaps more
alarming is what we don’t know. My
Republican colleagues cannot answer
the two most important questions
about their proposal: How much will it
cost and how many people will it
cover?

Mr. Speaker, Congress should
take any further action on this
without knowing its impact on
budget and its consequences for
American people.

I am stunned—stunned—that my Re-
publican colleagues are planning to
move forward on a plan that is, quite
literally, a matter of life and death for
millions of American families without
knowing exactly what they are moving
forward with.

Mr. Speaker, in 2009 and 2010 when
Democrats held a televised healthcare
summit with Republican leaders, when
the Senate HELP Committee marked
up the Affordable Care Act over a full
month and accepted 160 Republican
amendments, and when the Senate Fi-
nance Committee held 31 meetings over
60 hours, even after that process, Re-
publicans said that Democrats rammed
the healthcare bill through Congress
without reading it. Now the Republican
majority is moving forward with their
replacement plan without knowing
what it costs and what it will mean for
American families.

This level of hypocrisy and reckless-
ness is insulting to the American peo-
ple, and it is dangerous for the future
of our healthcare system.

There is already plenty to dislike
about what we know is in this bill. Who
knows what we will find out when we
uncover the rest.

———
RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until noon
today.
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Accordingly (at 11 o’clock and 10
minutes a.m.), the House stood in re-
cess.

————
O 1200
AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Mr. POE of Texas) at noon.

——
PRAYER

The Chaplain, the Reverend Patrick
J. Conroy, offered the following prayer:

God of the universe, we give You
thanks for giving us another day.

We ask Your blessing upon this as-
sembly and upon all who call upon
Your name. Send Your spirit to fill
their hearts with those divine gifts You
have prepared for them.

May Your grace find expression in
their compassion for the weak and the
poor among us, and may Your mercy
encourage good will in all they do and
accomplish this day.

As the Members of the people’s House
face the demands of our time, grant
them and us all Your peace and
strength that we might act justly, love
tenderly, and walk humbly with You.

May all that is done this day be for
Your greater honor and glory.

Amen.

——
THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair has examined the Journal of the
last day’s proceedings and announces
to the House his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

——
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the
gentlewoman from New Hampshire
(Ms. KUSTER) come forward and lead
the House in the Pledge of Allegiance.

Ms. KUSTER of New Hampshire led
the Pledge of Allegiance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

———

COMMUNICATION FROM THE
CLERK OF THE HOUSE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Clerk of the House of
Representatives:

OFFICE OF THE CLERK,
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
Washington, DC, March 9, 2017.
Hon. PAUL D. RYAN,
The Speaker, House of Representatives,
Washington, DC.

DEAR MR. SPEAKER: Pursuant to the per-
mission granted in Clause 2(h) of Rule II of
the Rules of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives, the Clerk received the following mes-
sage from the Secretary of the Senate on
March 9, 2017, at 9:16 a.m.:

That the Senate agreed to without amend-
ment H.J. Res. 58.
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